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Coldberry + Hudeshope 
A circular walk from Bowlees 

Terrain: a mixture of riverside + moorland paths, which can be wet in places  

Start/Finish: Bowlees Visitor Centre (NY867298 or DL12 0XE) 

Distance: 9½ miles/15.3 Km 

Climb: 1770feet/540 metres 

Time: allow 5½ hours 

Maps: Ordnance Survey Outdoor Leisure 31 or Landranger 92 

Refreshments: Bowlees Visitor Centre 



A strenuous but enjoyable circular walk through the some of the    

remains of the lead mining industry that dominated the local       

economy in years gone by. This route will test your navigational skills  

in places, especially if the visibility is poor, but personally I’d wait for 

a clear day as the views of Upper Teesdale are wonderful throughout.  

 

From the car park, cross the footbridge over Bowlee Beck heading for 

the Visitors Centre, at the top of the steps go through the gate on the 

right and follow the winding track through the woods to Hare Hill. Exit 

the woods and turn right heading towards Broadley’s Gate, crossing 

Wester Beck (can be awkward after heavy rain) en route. At the farm 

turn right to cross stream via footbridge, then climbing to reach the 

Newbiggin-Westgate road at Moor House. From here the route is not 

as distinct on the ground, if the visibility is bad having a map/compass 

and knowing how to use them would be advantageous. The route 

heads almost due east firstly through a couple of fields, then open land 

for about a 1½ miles to reach a stile in the fence at the highest point of 

the walk. The hard work of getting up here is well worth it, the views of 

Upper Teesdale are wonderful. Cross the stile and continue in the same 

direction downhill towards Hudeshope, again no discernible path to 

follow. Keep to the left of the walls/enclosures to reach Hudeshope 

Beck, which is crossed via a bridge to reach a vehicle track. Turn right 

and follow this down to the road, turn left and follow the road as far as 

a finger post on the right. Leave the road and follow the faint path 

across the rough grass, crossing a stream and skirting a walled           

enclosure to join a good track beside an ruined building. Follow the 

track for about ½ mile until it enters a field and turn right uphill. Here 

leave the track and continue across four fields to reach a stile into  

a wooded area, go into the woods and follow a good but narrow track 

to reach the magnificent Skears Limekilns. Go down the track behind 

the kilns to the road, turn right to shortly cross Hudeshope Beck again 

via a bridge. At the end of the road there are three paths, take the left 

one, to cross a stream then climb steep grassy slopes, before crossing 

two fields to reach the small hamlet of Aukside. Join a lane, turn left 

and follow it passing a number of houses, at the end of the lane enter a 

field, cross this and the one beyond to reach the road again beside a 

cottage. Turn left and follow the road downhill for about ½ mile to 

reach a T-junction. Turn right and follow the road for about 1 mile, 

great views along the valley from this section, until a footpath marker 

on the left just after Stonygill. Leave the road and head diagonally 

down through several fields to reach the B6277, carefully cross the 

road and take the footpath opposite which leads down onto the banks 

of the River Tees. Follow the river upstream for a couple of miles, until 

Bowlee Beck is reached, ignore the first footbridge across it, walk      

upstream until the second footbridge is reached, cross this into a field, 

turn right and follow the track alongside the wall until the B6277 is 

reached. Cross the road and turn right to reach the entrance of 

Bowlees car park is reach, turn left and follow the road back to the car 

park. A visit to Gibson’s Cave and Summerhill Force, about a 10 minute 

walk from the car park is highly recommended either before or after 

the walk.  

Designed and produced by Gary Richardson 

 all images and content are ©2015 Gary Richardson. 

email: gary@garyrichardson.me  tel: 01325 247767/07583 242904 


